
Abstract

Swedish Academy Dictionary – from A to Ö in 135 years

The Swedish Academy Dictionary (SAOB) is one of the big national dictionary projects 
started in the 19th century. SAOB is still in production – there are another two volumes out of 
38 to printed before 2018. The structure inside the volumes is (of course) varied/varying. 
There are ten chief editors and five generations of editors involved in the project.

In the 1980s the SAOB was OCR-scanned. The result was used for a webversion in the 
internet from 1997. The webversion is very frequently used but has a lot of shortcomings due 
to, among other things, a great typographic complexity and a scanning technology of the time.

Now the editorial board is discussing the future: redigitalization (in China), updating of the 
webversion with new search tools, updating of the dictionary itself and some form of editing 
tool.
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